The Wings of the (Baltimore) Eagle
by Allen Baker
When you first enter, what is immediately apparent is not at all what is happening.  It(s just one of those places.  You know, like the Capitol Building in Washington, DC.  You visit there, and there are all these public, showy rooms with lots of activity.  At first you are in awe that you are witnessing great events, history in the making.  But insiders know that this is just window dressing, posturing for the public.  The real movers and shakers do their work in the wings.

Those outlying areas of the massive structure that are hidden from the initial eyes of the public, that(s where the real action takes place.  That(s where alliances are formed and consummated.   That(s where the power is levied, where underlings are forced into menial tasks for the masters.  Where the top people order their willing subordinates with sadistic glee.  These architectural wings fulfill the actual purpose of the building(s existence.

And thus it is with the leather bar in Baltimore.  You enter the main hall of the Eagle with its two bars as the focal public area.  But in the wings is where it all happens.  At the bar the politicians cavort and orate for the public.  It is also where arrangements are made for private meetings in one of the wings more secluded spots.  Noise and filibustering abound at the bar.  But the wings are quiet places of discussion and negotiation and activity.  The parties involved, maneuver and barter.  They broker their services.  Each pays and receives in the compromise of the meeting.  Compromise to get their needs met while meeting the needs of the other.  Give and take.

Some of this happens about the pool tables, while some occurs on the patio.  People meet and bargain in the book store, while others prefer the loft or the murky space beneath it.  Names are exchanged.  Appointments set.  Agendas listed and amended.  And the power of fulfilling of desires is a strong smell, luring the men into the wings.  But many situations are too urgent to be delayed.  Certain conditions need expedient resolution.  And so, spontaneous engagements occur.  Hurried consultations take place working toward an  imminent solution.

And when such solutions are achieved, all those taking part ( whether a duo or a committee ( are placated with success.  A climax to the problem has been reached.  And all those affected have a sense of peace with the outcome.  They disband the assembled group and return to the bar for more posturing and braggadocio.  And all is apparently calm until another crisis arises that calls for a new solution.

